[Cardiotoxicity induced by 5-fluorouracil. Review of the literature].
5-fluorouracil is potentially cardiotoxic to man. To date, 47 patients have been reported with undesired heart disorders after the administration of this cytotoxic drug. The incidence of cardiotoxicity due to 5-FU is 1.6%. Angina-type precordial pain with electrocardiographic changes suggesting myocardial ischemia is the common clinical feature. Generally it disappears spontaneously or after the use of coronary vasodilators. Acute left ventricular failure, pericarditis and rythm disorders are not often found. The pathogenesis is unknown however, cardiac spasm as well as the direct or indirect effect of the drug on myocardium, are possible responsible mechanisms.